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Chanukah is a Jewish holiday.  It is on the 25th Keslav, a Jewish month. The 
Jewish calendar is a lunar calendar.  That is why Chanukah is always on a 
different day unlike Christmas. It can be spelled two ways: Chanukah or 
Hanukah. Chanukah is about miracles. We call it a miracle because the Jewish 
people that we called the Maccabees fought war against the Greeks And the 
Maccabees won.  It was unbelievable because the Greeks had so many people 
and the Maccabees had a way smaller army. The temple was in Jerusalem, and 
the war was in a small suburb in Israel.  The Greeks destroyed their holy temple 
and the holy lamp went out.  The Jews found a little bit of special oil, the only 
kind of oil that they could use for the holy lamp, but they thought that there would 
only be enough to last for one day, but it lasted for eight days. Chanukah is eight 
days long because it reminds us that this very little oil lasted for eight days. 
Jewish people call it a miracle. 
   
It is not the most important holiday in the Jewish religion, but is still very 
important.  On Chanukah you light the Chanukah candles on the menorah or a 
hannukia.  A menorah has eight candles including the Shamash, (in Hebrew, 
Shamash can be spelled with three Hebrew letters and an aah vowel under the 
first two letters,) the candle that lights the other candles. The menorah that was 
used in the ancient temple burned oil and wicks and had seven branches. 
 
On Chanukah there are three prayers you say on the first night and two of them 
you say on every other night of Chanukah too.  You say them over the Challah, 
which is a special kind of bread.  Then you take the piece that you cut off, pass it 
around, and everyone rips off a piece and eats it. (Then you can have more).  On 
Chanukah you also eat latkes, (potato pancakes) and other stuff. People give 
each other presents. You normally get one present a night.	  Some people go to 
temple on Chanukah. Chanukah is also a holiday that you spend time with your 
family. There is also a yummy Chanukah game you can play. To play this game, 
you will need: a pile of chocolate coins called gelt, a dreidel 
 
Instructions: 
 
Have two or more players sit around the pile of gelt.  Have one person spin the 
dreidel.  If it lands on the Shin, the letter with a horizontal line on the bottom and 
three vertical lines on top, take two pieces from the pile.  If it lands on the Hay, 
the letter that looks like an upside down capital L with a space and then a vertical 
line, give back half your pieces.  If it lands on the Nun, the one that looks like half 
a square with a short edge on top, don’t take any pieces.  If it lands on Gimmel, 
the letter that has not been described, you get all the pieces!  Chanukah is really 
fun. 
 



 
 
 	  


